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Rita was born on February 27, 1944 to Louise Angelina Olive and Paul Francois Aubain. She was
the last of Louise’s five children. Rita grew up with her mother and her four siblings, Victor, Marcel,
Leopold and Teresa. Teresa, being nine years older than Rita, was very influential in Rita’s life. She was her
care provider, guardian and her mentor. In later years, Teresa also became Rita’s chaperone. A bond was
created between the two that has lasted to this day.

Rita and her siblings were nurtured by their beloved uncle, Philip Baptiste, and his loving wife,
Alma, who served as surrogate parents to them. What Rita enjoyed talking about of their childhood was
the year she got a tricycle. She loved to ride the tricycle around their tiny yard and sometimes with Teresa
or her brothers at her side. They would venture down the hill to the roadway below their home where she
would have a lot more room to ride the tricycle.

Rita went to Sts. Peter and Paul School up to the 8" grade. She then joined the work force. She
worked on Main Street as a sales clerk in several gift shops including Casa Venegas, the Bamboula Store
and the Lockhart’s Grand Gift Shop.

It was while Rita was working at the Bamboula Store that she met the love of her life, John Evan
Gumbs. Though he was known as Evan in Frenchtown, she chose to call him John and John nicknamed her
Reets. A romance blossomed and the couple was married on May 14, 1964. The couple was blessed with
47 years of marriage and they celebrated their anniversary on May 14" of this year with Teresa and her
family just six weeks before Rita’s passing. Rita and John’s union yielded two children, Alfred and Luana.
When Alfred was born, Rita left her job downtown and dedicated her life to raising the family. She loved
being a mother and wife.

The family spent a lot of time together and enjoyed visiting with relatives near and afar. After the
children went off to the military and college, Rita and John continued spending all of their time together
and could always be seen together around the island.

Rita was a very quiet and modest person. She was always considerate of others. She was not the
least bit extravagant and preferred a more frugal way of life. Of course, Rita enjoyed shopping and nice
things, but always in moderation.

Before the days of cell phones and email, Rita looked forward to receiving letters in the mail and
weekend long distance calls from the children. She often lamented that she wished she lived closer to the
children and grandchildren so she could see them more often. With the increased use of technology, Rita
enjoyed the ease of communication with the family.

Rita enjoyed the simple things in life and earth’s natural beauty. The first time she saw snow in
Washington, DC about twelve years ago she raced outside, scooped it up and started to cry. When asked
what was wrong, she said she never thought she would see snow although she had never expressed a
desire to see snow before. Rita and John enjoyed exploring together and ventured from the volcanoes in
Hawaii to the fall foliage in Vermont and many sites and family in between. In 2009, Rita and John enjoyed
a Pacific Coast road trip with Alfred and Luis Evans.
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One of Rita’s happiest moments was when she learned to drive and got her driver’s license. With
tears in her eyes she said, “I can't believe it.”

On May 13, 2010, the day before the couple’s 46" wedding anniversary, Rita was diagnosed with
a brain tumor. Shortly after her initial surgery in May of last year, Rita told Luana that her only wish was
to see all her grandchildren graduate. Even at such a trying time, Rita thought first of her family and
remained positive and strong throughout her ordeal.

One of Rita’s wishes was to move back to Frenchtown. Though the couple made strides to get
there, it was not meant to be.

Rita passed away at her home on Saturday, June 25, 2071 with john and Luana at her side. As
fate would have it, her father, Paul Aubain, died on June 25, 1973, thirty-eight years earlier.

We love you Rita and we thank you for blessing us for 67 years. May you continue to look over
us and may you rest in peace.




Husband
John Evan Gumbs

Son
Alfred Gumbs

Daughter

Luana Lewis

Son-in-Law
Barry Lewis

Daughter-in-Law
Flora Rivera

Grand Children
Brianda Gumbs, Luis Evan Gumbs, Logan Lewis, Maya Lewis, Aleyah Lewis

Step Mother
Bernadette Aubain

Brothers
Marcel Olive, Leopold Olive

Sisters
Teresa Aubain, May Amaro, Olivia Danet, Patricia Aubain

Sisters-in-Law
Evelyn Olive, Diane Bryan, Diana Gumbs, Marianne Gumbs, Sonya Gumbs, Barbara Gumbs

Brothers-in-Law
Albert Aubain, Hector Amaro, Ralph Danet, Merlyn Wattley, Larry Gumbs, Jerry Gumbs, Teddy Gumbs

Uncle
Joseph C. Aubain

Aunt
Josephine Berry

A host of members of the Aubain, Olive and Gumbs families;
and numerous friends, too numerous to name.




